OPR PAC Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October 17, 2013


Start time: 7:35pm
Meeting Agenda 

1. Acceptance of the minutes from September 2013 meeting – Motion made to accept the minutes. Motion passed.
2. Treasurer’s Report (Krista Sullivan) – Krista Sullivan, PAC Treasurer, reviewed the October 2013 Treasurer report.  A motion was made to accept the report.  The motion passed.
3. Walpole Coalition for Alcohol & Drug Awareness - formation of a subcommittee (Aicha Kelley)

· Aicha could not attend so Mr. Fortin read an email from Aicha describing what the Coalition is about.

· They meet both at night and during the day to try to be make it convenient for everyone.

· They especially would like to get 5th grade parents involved.
· Their website is www.drugfreewalpole.com
· You can like them on Facebook.

4. PAC Business

· Volunteers still needed for various events, programs, and fundraisers
· Meredith Garrity, PAC President, encouraged anyone that is interested in volunteering to see her.  There are several positions available.
· PAC Parent Survey - Summary of Results
· Meredith Garrity reviewed the summary of the PAC Parent Survey.  
· See a copy of the Summary review at the end of this document.
5. Current School Business
· Halloween Parade & Celebrations
· The annual parade will be on 10/31 at 9am.  Children should come to school in costume.  They should bring a change of clothes to change into after the parade.

· Parent/Teacher Conferences (afternoon: 10/25/13; evenings: 10/30/13, 11/7/13)

· Online signup ends 10/18.

· Envision Math Program (Asst. Superintendent Jean Kenney)
· Asst. Superintendent Kenney went through a presentation on the Envision Math Program, as well as, the MAP testing and MCAS scores.

· MCAS Update

· Mr Fortin will discuss OPR’s results in more depth at the November PAC meeting.

6. Current School Needs
· Playground
· Mr Fortin will meet with the Student Council to review the playground needs.

· Technology

· iPads have been purchased and are in the classrooms. 

· Some override money allowed laptops to be purchased for the VIP (Varied Instructional Program).  

· Chrome Books for the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades are in but not yet in place as we are waiting for the cabinets which they are stored/charged in.  These may be used in MAP testing which would free up the media center.
7. Programs/Events

· Friendship Directory (Natasha Lessard)
· Ready to go home on 10/18.  Fisher charges $5 for their directory.  The PAC may want to consider charging more in the future.
8. Fundraisers

· Yankee Candle Fundraiser (Denise Sullivan, Christine Schlittler)
· The fundraiser made approximately $3,000.
· NStar Fundraiser (Aruna Mandulapalli)
· Orders are due by 10/18.

· SCRIP (Lara Huempfner)

· Coupons that come in the Scrip orders will be brought to PAC meetings for anyone whom may want them.

· Photo Fundraiser - 10/19/13 (Ann Walsh)
· There are still a few slots open. Please contact Ann Walsh if interested.

· Parent/Teacher Conference Nights (10/30/13, 11/7/13)

· Scholastic Fall Book Fair (Jen McAndrew, Claudia Webster)

· The Book Fair will not take place this fall due to lack of space.  

· Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy use the space on a daily basis. 

· Fortunately, the override money will allow OPR to purchase some new books and materials for the media center, specifically nonfiction/informational text type books.

· Please consider using the money the parents would have spent at the Book Fair on Holiday Books.
· Bake/No Bake Sale (Kerry Pitman, Julie Elmhurst)

· Please buy, buy and donate!

· Gingerbread Bazaar (Jenn Tarter, Denise Sullivan) - 12/7/13

· Each Gingerbread Bazaar room has coordinators.

· Volunteers packets will be sent home at the end of next week.

· Stay on the Half Day (Marie Schmidt, Danielle Curitore, Molly Ducker) - 12/13/13

· There will be new rooms this year including Rainbow Loom, Ice Cream Sundae Bar, Preschool room for younger siblings of volunteers.

· Volunteers’ children attend for free.

· There is a limit of approximately 100 children that can attend.

Meeting adjourned: 8:42pm

See below for PAC Survey Summary Results

OPR PAC Survey 2013-2014

Summary of Results

Return Rate:  Eighty-one (81) surveys were returned of 340, yielding an 24% return rate.
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Question 1:  How many PAC meetings were you able to attend the previous school year (2012-2013)?
*  Approximately half of the respondents (None + N/A category), 52%, were not able to attend any OPR PAC meetings last year.

*  Parents new to OPR were more likely to complete the survey than returning parents.

Question 2:  PAC meetings are typically held at 7pm on Wednesdays or Thursdays once per month.  
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*   The vast majority of respondents (84%) indicated


*  The vast majority of respondents (91%) indicated a 
     that the current time of 7pm is fine.



     preference for shorter meetings.
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*  Note: Some respondents indicated an interest in having time 









    at meetings to voice questions/concerns, as well as an 









    interest in presentations.







*  The vast majority of respondents (88%) indicated that the 







    current PAC meeting days of Wednesday and Thursday are 







    fine.








*  Of those who indicated a preference for different days, 







    Monday and Tuesday were preferred.
   Question 3:  Please indicate how effective PAC is in accomplishing it goals.  
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*  Of the three goals, parents perceive PAC 











    to be most effective in supporting OPR 











    through volunteer and fundraising efforts. 
Question 4:  There are various topic areas often presented at PAC meetings.  Please indicate your degree of interest in 


each of the following topic areas.
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*  Parents are most interested in hearing about current school issues and needs, and least interested in the treasurer's report.
*  There were many presentations of interest to respondents.  See following page for presentation topic suggestions.

      Presentation Topic Suggestions:

· Teacher presentations on curricula by grade

· MCAS and new assessments (e.g., PARCC)



( how to help their child prepare

· Guidance counselor presentation on social issues (including navigating playground difficulties), and how she works with students in the classrooms

· School programs such as advance reading & math options and student council 

· Executive functioning, ADHD

· Parenting strategies

· The IEP process

· VIP (including how to address a child's questions at home)

· Use of technology in the classroom 

· Envision math 

· New teacher evaluation requirements

Question 5:  Would you prefer refreshments to be served at each PAC meeting? 
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*  Most respondents (63%) were indifferent as to










    whether refreshments are served.









*  Of the remaining respondents, more parents










    preferred snacks to be served.
General Comments: 

Communication/Parent Involvement

· More communication outside [of PAC] meetings; many parents still do not understand what PAC does, what fundraisers are for, etc.

· It can be difficult to get to meetings, so a minutes report published shortly after the meeting is useful.

· I would like to hear teacher input as to how PAC programs/events are enhancing learning.  In the past teachers attended the meetings from different grade levels.  Liked hearing their personal team comments.

· Several respondents commented on a need to increase parent involvement and interest in PAC.

Fundraising

· Fundraisers can be difficult because everyone is doing it and asking for money can be a hardship.  We would actually prefer to donate money in place of some fundraisers.

· New fundraising efforts needed to replace outdates ones; at least re-vamp from time-to-time.

· Several respondents commented that PAC focuses too heavily on fundraising, and that communication from PAC is only about fundraising.

