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Summer is almost here...
As the end of the school year winds
down, Old Post Road School's Parent
Advisory Committee (PAC) has been
busy planning fun and educational
events to support the students,
families, and staff at OPR.
Please check out the PAC website for
ongoing updates and photos at

www.oprpac.org
OPR Family Fun Day & Fun Run
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What’s it Like Program

Docent Program

The “What’s it Like Program” is an
enrichment program designed to
educate students on children living and
thriving with various challenges, such
as visual impairments, physical
challenge, or learning difficulties.
Through lecture, video and interactive
learning stations the students can
experience simulated challenges, as
well as some assistive and adaptive
devices that can be used to overcome
differences. The focus on this program
is on developing awareness that their
peers with differences may experience
some daily challenges, but are
enjoying life at school, sports and
many other activities – just in an
alternative way.

The Docent Program is an art
enrichment program that introduces
OPR students to art history. It is a
parent volunteer program which
provides students in grades 2-5 with
monthly presentations on various
artists and art forms. On Wednesday,
June 18th our 4th grade students will
take a field trip to the deCordova
Sculpture Park and Museum in Lincoln,
MA. This field trip provides the
students with a unique opportunity to
appreciate and interact with sculpture
of all shapes, sizes, and subjects in a
beautiful and safe outdoor setting. It is
not your typical museum experience
and the kids just love it!

BOKS Kids Program
Visual Impairments (Kelly Carter) –
presented to the 2nd grade classes on
May 7th & 8th.

Thanks to Amy Smith, Brooke
McMillan, and Krista & Shawn Sullivan,
as well as all the other countless
volunteers for making this day such a
success! The day started with a 1.2
mile run that included trophies for the
first boy and girl winners from each
grade. After the run, the festivities
continued on the back playground with
a DJ spinning music, bubbles, tattoos,
barnyard babies, face painting, raffles,
simon says, free photos with “Oreo”
and of course the cow plop!

Learning Difficulties (Danielle
Donaldson) – presented to the 4th
grade classes on May 29th.

On Friday, May 23rd a before-school
fun physical activity program was
brought to OPR by Edith Cunningham,
Vandana Sharma, & Krista Sullivan.
BOKS was inspired by Dr. John
Ratey’s book “Spark”. Dr. Ratey, of
Harvard Medical School, states that
“exercise is the single most powerful
tool that we have to optimize the
function of our brains”. Classes are
comprised of 40 minutes that include;
a fun warm up activity or movement
drills, a running activity, relay races,
obstacle courses, fun games, followed
by a cool down. Spring BOKS runs
every Monday and Friday from 7:45 to
8:25 AM from now until the end of the
school year. If you are interested in
learning more about BOKS or
becoming a volunteer for Fall 2014,
please contact Vandana Sharma at
namaste.bandana@gmail.com

Staff Appreciation Luncheon
May was Teacher Appreciation Month
and Emelinda Marrero and the PAC
helped sponsor a lunch to show our
appreciation to the staff who dedicate
themselves to working with our
children each and every day. Thanks
to the many parents who brought in
delicious food items, help set up and
clean up on this special day.

"Many thanks for the delicious luncheon on
Staff Appreciation Day as well as the generous
gift card to Panera. What wonderful treats!"
Ms. Oliveira, Kindergarten

Box Top Collections
Our grand total in submissions for the
year was $1,565.60, surpassing our
goal of $1,500! Thanks to all who
participated! Please continue to collect
those box tops over the summer to get
ready for next year’s Box Top Drive!
Thank you to Francine Aspinwall for
her coordination efforts!

Cultural Arts

Spring Music Concerts

Instructors from Mass Audubon/Moose
Hill presented a hands-on educational
program on Rocks & Minerals for all
three of our Grade 4 classes. The
students are currently learning about
this topic in science, so the program is
a perfect compliment from both a
timing and content perspective.

The PAC helped Mrs. Yee by paying
for the pianist for all six music concerts!

Thanks to the generosity of the
Walpole Cultural Council, the State
Ballet of RI visited OPR for a special
program on classical ballet.
Professional and student dancers from
the ballet company treated all of our
students to an introduction to classical
ballet, including a number of short
dance performances. Some of our
students even took to the stage
themselves to participate in a ballet
class demonstration!

Fundraiser Facts!
This year, fundraisers have helped
provide OPR with the following:
�

Seven new FM systems for
various classrooms in the school
($994 each, totaling $6,958). With
an FM system, a teacher wears a
microphone on a lanyard which
amplifies their voice during group
instruction via a speaker
positioned on the opposite side of
the room. Research has
demonstrated that this is
beneficial to all students, allowing
for better understanding during
class directions. Students can
also use the system during their
own presentations!

�

Two iPads and cases for the 2nd
grade classes ($872)

�

New playground structure for front
playground. At the May PAC
meeting, PAC members voted to
spend $10,450 on a new
playground structure (depicted
below) for the front playground.

Barnes & Noble Spring Book Fair
Thank you to Joyce Clifford & Kate
Skypeck for organizing this event.
There was a story time with Mr. Fortin
& Ms. Oliveira, a performance by the
Hot Hoppers (thank you Mrs. Green!),
an opportunity to make Father's Day
cards, and give-aways from Chili's and
16 Handles. OPR families could
complete the evening by going to OPR
Night at Chili's for dinner. A
percentage of proceeds from both
Barnes & Noble and Chili's goes to
OPR PAC to benefit our school. Thank
you to all for participating!

Barry Burbank, meteorologist from
WBZ-TV, visited Old Post Road
School to do a presentation on
weather for the 4th and 5th graders.
To show our appreciation for his visit,
OPR PAC made a donation to the
Jack Williams' Endowment for
Wednesday's Child.

Upcoming Events
• Field Day (6/20/14)
(Rachel Mulligan & Coreen Jackson)
• Last Day of School – Kindergarten
(6/20/14)

• Last Day of School – Grades 1-5
(6/23/14)

Early release @ 12:10

Congratulations to the
PAC Board for 2014-2015!
Thank you to Kerry Pitman, Molly
Ducker, and Fran Kelly of the PAC
Cultural Arts Committee for arranging
each of these presentations!
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